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“Come and See”
A liturgy from the Palestinian Christian community,

adapted for use during World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel, 28 May to 3 June 2012

+   +   +

Notes: The readings for this liturgy reflect God’s compassion for the oppressed and pleasure with those
who seek righteousness.  The prayers have been written by Palestinian Christians, and voice their cry for
justice. The hymns are only suggestions, and may be substituted by others.

+   +   +

 Hymn “God, Give Us Eyes and Hearts to See”

 Collect
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no
strength known but the strength of love:  So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all
peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father;
to whom be dominion and glory, now and forever.  Amen.

 First Reading Isaiah 61:1-4
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me
to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of
the LORD’s favor…to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to
give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of
praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of
the LORD, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the
former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.

 Hymn “What Does the Lord Require”

 Second Reading Romans 8:35-39
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all
day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

 Hymn “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”

 Gospel Reading Matthew 26:36-46
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here
while I go over there and pray.’ He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and
began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to death;
remain here, and stay awake with me.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself on the
ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want
but what you want.’ Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to
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Peter, ‘So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not
come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ Again he went
away for the second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will
be done.’ Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them
again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to
the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at
hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See,
my betrayer is at hand.’

 Sermon/Meditation

 Prayers of Supplication
Let us pray:
 For Palestinians who suffer because of the separation wall and because of the siege

imposed upon them, especially those who have lost their jobs and suffer from poverty,
hunger and thirst.  We pray for all those whose homes have been demolished and those
who have been driven away from their homes. We pray to you, O God. (Kyrie Eleison)

 For the prisoners of conscience, for prisoners of war and those who are on the run in fear
of their occupiers.  We remember those who have lost their lives in their struggle for
freedom, and we pray for their families and their loved ones. We pray to you, O God.
(Kyrie Eleison)

 For those who have no value for life, for those who protect their own interests at the
expense of the suffering of the people.  We pray for our oppressors and those who pursue
evil ways and bloodshed, that they might repent and lead a life of righteousness and justice.
We pray to you, O God. (Kyrie Eleison)

 For all school children who cannot reach their schools because of the wall, for the sick
who cannot reach their hospitals, and for those who do not have the freedom to reach
their places of worship. We pray to you, O God. (Kyrie Eleison)

 That the Palestinian people, who suffer from injustice and the difficulty of everyday life,
do not lose hope in your justice and mercy.  We pray that they do not give in to despair
and continue to place their hope for a better future in the strength of your hope. We pray
to you, O God. (Kyrie Eleison)

 For all those who are in a state of sorrow and grief, that they may be released of their
suffering and be granted the consolation of God. We pray to you, O God. (Kyrie
Eleison)

 That God will strengthen our commitment to the work of genuine peace in our land, built
on justice and equality for all, so that future generations will live in happiness and
tranquility.  We pray to you, O God. (Kyrie Eleison)

 Prayer from the Churches in Jerusalem for “World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel”
based on Psalms 10, 19, 37, 43, 46

God of faith, hope and love: “You are our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble.”  We turn to you in the midst of displacements and dispossessions, of land-grabs,
house-demolitions, the Wall, Israeli settlements, humiliations at checkpoints, separation of
families, restriction of movement and residency rights.  “Because you are near us we will not
fear.”
God of faith, hope and love: Creator of the universe, “heavens declare your glory and the
skies proclaim the work of your hands.”  We believe in you as a good and just God for all.
Keep us steadfast and patient with our Muslim and Jewish brothers and sisters.  Thank you for
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your holy Word which is a source of life for all human beings and we pray it will not be used
as a cover for injustice and oppression.
God of faith, hope and love: “Lift up your hand O God, you are the helper of the fatherless
and hear the desires of the afflicted and listen to their cry.”  Send forth your light and your
truth, let them guide us and bring us to your holy mountain, to the place you dwell.”  Make
Jerusalem - the spiritual core of our vision and life - open to all and shared by two peoples and
three religions without exclusivity.  Only then will we see in Jerusalem “a new earth” and “a
new humanity”.
God of faith, hope and love: “You promised those who trust in you to dwell in the land.”
Help us to love and see your face in the enemy so we all can be liberated from hatred and
injustices.  We pray the day will soon come when the occupation and violence will end, and we
can live together as two peoples in this land, based on respect of religion, equality, justice,
freedom and pluralism.
God of faith, hope and love: “Surely you are our help, the One who sustains us.”  In the
absence of hope you still give us hope and make us not give in to evil.  Help us continue with
hope in a creative, non-violent, peaceful resistance, and keep those in authority in the ways of
justice and of peace, “so righteousness will shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like
the noonday sun.”  We commit ourselves to you who created every human being in your own
image.
God of peace, accept our prayers, for the sake of our suffering and risen Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

 Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

 Closing Hymn “Here I Am, Lord”

 Benediction
+   +   +

World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel is an initiative of the Palestine Israel Ecumenical Forum
(PIEF) of the World Council of Churches (WCC).  Learn more at www.worldweekforpeace.org.
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