
INVITE A RETURNED ECUMENICAL ACCOMPANIER
FROM ISRAEL-PALESTINE TO SPEAK
The United Church of Canada has participated in the Ecumenical
Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) since its
inception in 2003: Its mission is to accompany non-violent
efforts in Israel and occupied Palestinian territories and
concerted advocacy efforts towards ending the occupation and
supporting a just peace in the Middle East. Invite a returned
Ecumenical Accompanier to speak in your congregation,
presbytery or Conference meeting. For speakers available in
your area, contact the United Church’s People in Partnership
program at pip@united-church.ca

BECOME AN ECUMENICAL ACCOMPANIER IN
ISRAEL-PALESTINE
Interested in finding out more about the discernment and
application process to be an Ecumenical Accompanier in the
Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel
through The United Church of Canada? Contact the United
Church`s People in Partnership program at pip@united-church.ca

VISIT ISRAEL/PALESTINE
Participate in a visit to Israel and Palestine through a study tour
aimed at understanding the situation by meeting people on both
sides of the conflict and looking at aspects of life today in Israel
and the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

Alternative tours to the Holy Land are offered by United Church
partner organizations including Sabeel -- Ecumenical Liberation
Theology Centre in Jerusalem, (www.sabeel.org). Sabeel, Arabic
for "the way" and "spring" of life-giving water, is an ecumenical
center for liberation theology among Palestinian Christians. It
seeks to promote peace with justice in the Middle East and
sponsors a variety of programs to encourage people of faith to
develop a spirituality of nonviolent liberation to empower work
for justice, peace and reconciliation in Palestine/Israel.

The Alternative Tourism Group (ATG), is a Palestinian NGO
specializing in tours and pilgrimages that include critical
examinations of the history, culture, and politics of the Holy Land
(www.atg.ps)

JOIN THE UCC NETWORK FOR JUST PEACE

Join the growing network of United Church justice-seeking/
justice- living activists for peace in Palestine and Israel. Contact
wgichuru@united-church.ca

DEVELOP FRIENDSHIP LINKS
Diverse opportunities exist to connect globally and build mutual
relationships. Consider how you, your church, your community
could develop a friendship link in the occupied Palestinian
territories. The United Church offers advice and programs
related to hosting global visitors, building long-term relationships
between congregations, and engaging in education and exposure
visits with partners. united-church.ca/getinvolved/global

“COVENANT FOR LIFE”
Link your efforts towards a just peace in Palestine and Israel to
the "Covenanting for Life" process to renew, affirm, and live out
the United Church's historic commitment to making our faith
manifest in the world. Covenanting for Life is a call to live
faithfully in the midst of empire. Build or renew a global mission
relationship with a United Church partner organization in
Palestine-Israel.  Based your experience reflect on the United
Church’s “A Covenant for Life in Creation” to be considered at
the 41st General Council in 2012.  Use the resources and
workshops at www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/covenanting.

GIVE
Support the work of The United Church of Canada and its
partners towards a just peace in Israel Palestine through a
donation to The United Church’s Mission and Service Fund.  Gifts
can also be designated to the work of the EAPPI. All donations
should be made payable to:

The United Church of Canada
3250 Bloor Street West, Suite 300

Toronto, Ontario M8X 2Y9

The United Church of Canada

WHAT WE CAN DO
TOWARDS A JUST PEACE

IN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL

The 40th General Council in 2009 recommended that “the
United Church Conferences, Presbyteries, congregations and
community ministries immediately enter into consultation,
dialogue, study and prayer, and then take appropriate action
toward ending the illegal occupation of Palestinian territory...”

PARTICIPATE IN THE WORLD WEEK FOR PEACE IN
PALESTINE AND ISRAEL
Mark the World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel, May 27- June
3 2012, in your congregation, community, or home with prayers,
education, and action for change. For information and resources:
World Council of Churches: www.worldweekforpeace.org
KAIROS: www.kairoscanada.org

HEAR THE VOICE OF PALESTINIAN CHRISTIANS
Hear the voice of Palestinian Christians in "KAIROS Palestine -- A
Moment of Truth: A word of faith, hope and love from the heart
of the Palestinian suffering”.  The United Church General Council
Executive named this call as “an authentic voice of Palestinian
Christians”. Canadian churches have produced a three-session
study guide to help individuals, groups and congregations engage
with the call from sisters and brothers in Palestine, and act now
for the realization of peace with justice and an end the
occupation. Available through UCRD at: "A Moment of Truth"
Canadian ecumenical 3-session study guide

PRAY
Pray for peace with justice in Palestine and Israel. Make a regular
time to do this as an individual, family or church community.

For prayers and worship resources go to:
Sabeel Weekly Wave of Prayer: www.sabeel.org/waveofprayer.php
World Council of Churches: www.worldweekforpeace.org
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TAKE FURTHER ACTION
The United Church of Canada has been active in the public arena
since its earliest days. This practice has a great deal to do with
the belief of the founders of this church that ours is a living faith,
expressed in active, thoughtful involvement in society.
There are many ways in which UCC Conferences, Presbyteries,
congregations and community ministries and members and
adherents can act for a just peace in Palestine and Israel and
specifically for an end to the illegal occupation of Palestinian
territory.

BECOME BETTER INFORMED
The reality of daily life in Israel and Palestine is not covered well in
media. Read and share alternative sources of information on
Palestine and Israel, including the United Church’s policies, KAIROS
and church partners, and blogs from people on the ground.
Become better informed about actions that make for peace and
those that do not.  See the sources listed at the end of this
brochure. Take part in a KAIROS-Canada "Israel-Palestine: Just
Peace 101” workshop (www.kairoscanada.org).  Read accounts
from United Church people sent as Ecumenical Accompaniers to
the Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel.
(www.united-church.ca/communications/overseas)

CONSIDER ECONOMIC MEASURES TO END THE OCCUPATION
United Church people are invited to consider actions that move
the two peoples toward reconciliation including, but not
limited to economic boycott. (Implementation of Measures
Toward Peace In The Middle East, 40th General Council, August
9–15, 2009, Kelowna, British Columbia).  For examples of ideas
and resources, see Canadians for a Just Peace in the Middle
East (www.cjpme.org).

MONITOR AND USE THE MEDIA
Write or call about your concerns to the local media: start with
your local newspaper or magazine editor or radio station – using
what you’ve learned as a resource. Write to comment on an
article/current news item on the Letters to the Editor page. Look
out for unfair reporting or wrong use of terminology – for
example a reference to “disputed territories” rather than the
more accurate description of “occupied territories.”  Contact the
media to point it out.

FORM AN ACTION GROUP
Gather together in person, online or by conference call with others
in your local area or region which have a commitment to working
for a just peace in Palestine/Israel. Seek out those on justice
committees and networks of Presbytery and Conference and in
other denominations or faith groups. A group can be a place of
encouragement, education and accountability for members as well
as a place for reflection on presentations and advocacy actions
taken. Within the group, ideas and plans can be shared and support
offered on the long struggle toward justice.

CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS
The United Church’s non-partisan approach is intended to raise
public awareness about justice, peace, and creation in communities
across Canada and to build relationships with our politicians and in
our communities around these issues. For ideas and resources to
plan meetings with Members of Parliament (MPs), writing to MPs
and using the media, see The United Church of Canada’s website
(www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/takeaction)

RESPOND TO CHURCH AND KAIROS “TAKE ACTIONS”
These urgent actions respond to partner requests and urgent
developments in the region. Our voices make a difference—they
show partners they are not alone, and they offer a Christian witness
to our own politicians and leaders (www.kairoscanada.org).

BECOME INVOLVED WITH GROUPS ALREADY WORKING FOR
JUSTICE AND PEACE IN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL

Local, regional, national, and international organizations, including
interfaith groups, are promoting justice and peace and an end to
the occupation. For a list of some of these groups see Canadians for
a Just Peace in the Middle East (www.cjpme.org)

SPEAK IN YOUR CHURCH, COMMUNITY AND OTHER CHURCH
STRUCTURES

Engage with others to take common action to end the occupation
and support a just peace in Palestine and Israel.

BUY FAIR TRADE
Zatoun is one distributor in Canada of fair trade olive products
from Palestine. Sales support the farmers of Palestine in the
struggle for their livelihood and land.
Contact Zatoun at www.zatoun.com to purchase, or to
organize sales at your church or in your community.

Websites and Links to resources

www.united-church.ca
The United Church of Canada website: search for "Israel Palestine."

www.eappi.org
The World Council of Churches Ecumenical Accompaniment
Program in Palestine and Israel site for reports, resources, photos,
letters and reports from EAPPI Ecumenical Accompaniers

www.oikoumene.org and www.worldweekforpeace.org
The World Council of Churches website for worship and education
resources on Palestine and Israel, including the World Week for
Peace in Palestine Israel.

www.kairoscanada.org
KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives.

www.kairospalestine.ps
Web page of “A Moment of Truth: A word of faith, hope and love
from the heart of the Palestinian suffering—the KAIROS Palestine
document.”

www.btselem.org
B’Tselem, The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights and the
Occupied Palestinian Territories, is a highly respected Israeli human
rights organisation focused on abuses in the Occupied Palestinian
Territories, excellent for statistics and background information on
key human rights issues.

www.palestinemonitor.org
The Palestine Monitor, recognized as a dynamic and independent
voice of Palestinians living under occupation, for news, updates, and
analyses.

www.ochaopt.org
The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs produces authoritative data on various aspects of life in the
occupied territories and excellent maps. See especially its monthly
Humanitarian Monitor.
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