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arrested in such circumstances he was advised by both Israeli and Palestinian 
lawyers to plead guilty, and was finally released many weeks 
later when the family paid what I can only call a 'release fee'. To raise that 
money, the family had to borrow. To repay the loan many of the sheep, their 
only source of income, were sold, but the family remains hopelessly in 
debt.   A year after that fateful October morning, Noah was sleeping under 
the stars. With the colder nights he was planning to sleep with the flock – as 
he did last winter.     That's dispossession! 
(by Alwyn Knight: who has lived and worked in Hebron both with EAPPI and   the 
Christian Peacemaker Teams.) 
 
*Practical notes: Please adapt this to meet your own needs and circumstances. 
You will need: 

• Copies of the prayers/readings for the service and a bible 
• Baskets and blank slips of paper and pens 
• Plastic sheeting 
• Basket of white flowers 
• Copies of the leaflet for the WWPPIP to hand out 

 
There is a Leader voice (L) and two other Voices V1 and V2.  You may wish to 
have additional voices, especially for the story of Noah. 
 
Times of silence:  to allow people to reflect on what they have heard/done. 
 
Symbolic actions (if you choose to use them) 

• It would be good to have plastic sheeting/tarpaulin spread and 
clustered at the front of the prayer area – a symbol of the tents that 
many are forced to live in when houses are demolished. 

 
• We suggest that you give out slips of paper for people to use during 

the symbolic action which can then be gathered in baskets. 
 

• We suggest that you have a basket of white flowers that can be 
used to commemorate peacemakers in Palestine and Israel.  
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Service outline for 2012 World Week for Peace in  
Palestine and Israel 

Welcome and setting scene   

[* See practical notes on reverse] 

L: The World Week for Peace in Palestine and  Israel invites World Council of 
Churches member churches, faith-based communities and other groups 
working for peace and justice to join a week of prayer, education, and 
advocacy for an end to the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine and a just 
end to the conflict.   

We gather now to remember those who are displaced and dispossessed as a 
result of the illegal occupation.  We will pray for a just and peaceful  
outcome to the conflict and that we who are called to be makers of peace 
and reconciliation, may be encouraged to speak out and act to make that  
outcome possible.  

 

Gathering prayer  

L:  In Christ, the world is reconciled 
to God who entrusts to us the 
message of reconciliation.  

A:  As the ambassadors of Christ’s reconciling work, we make our petitions to 
God:  

L:  When we pray together from our diverse traditions,  

A:   Holy One who makes us one, make our unity visible and bring healing to 
the world.  

L:  When we form friendships among Jews, Christians and Muslims, when we 
tear down the wall of indifference and hatred,   

A:  Merciful One who makes us one, make our unity visible and bring healing 
to the world.  
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L:  When we work for justice and solidarity, when we move from fear to 
confidence,   

A:  Strengthening One who makes us one, make our unity visible and bring 
healing to the world.  

L:  Wherever there is suffering through war and violence, displacement and 
dispossession, injustice and inequality, poverty and hopelessness,  drawing  
us near to the cross of Christ and to each other,  

A:  Wounded One who makes us one, make our unity visible and bring 
healing to the world.   

(Adapted from Christian Unity Week service, 2011) 

 

The story of displacement and dispossession 

V1.  Why is displacement an issue for the people of Palestine? 

V2.  Sadly, it has been a part of life for Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza for 64 years, since the State of Israel came into being and thousands of 
Palestinians were forced to flee from their homes. 

V1.  Are we talking about a lot of people? 

V2.  Today there are 4.9 million registered refugees living mainly in the West 
Bank, Gaza, Jordan, Lebanon or Syria.  This makes the Palestinians one of the 
largest displaced populations in the world. 

V1.  But why are they still being displaced today? 

V2.  The demolitions of homes and the destruction of olive groves and farm 
lands are a tragic feature of the Israeli government’s illegal occupation of 
Palestine.  People may be ‘moved’ to make way for the construction of the 
separation wall or for new settlements. 

V1.  What does this do to people? 

V2.  Displacement and dispossession cause great hardship, instability and 
stress.  Let’s listen to the story of Noah. 
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Noah's Story 
It was a modest enough house: a concrete base supporting a flat roof; 
cement block walls and a surprisingly ornate steel front door. Then one 
morning in July 2010 the Israeli military arrived and demolished it. The 
technique, I understand, is a push from a bulldozer at each corner. The 
house collapsed in minutes. The remains are still there on a bleak 
hillside to the east of the Palestinian city of Hebron.   
 
In 2010 it was one of over 230 Palestinian houses subject to 'administrative 
demolition'. That simply means, 'demolished because built without a 
building permit'.    Fair enough, you may say. The outcome is admittedly 
rather drastic, but surely there has to be a penalty for flouting the planning 
rules. But what if experience over many years shows that permits are hardly 
ever given?   
 
The actual statistics are hard to come by, but one human rights organisation 
reckons that something like 95/96 per cent of   applications are turned 
down, and appeals are costly and nearly always fruitless. In the meantime 
Palestinians need homes: for growing families, and, in the case of my friend 
Noah, whose house was demolished that July morning – to be on the spot to 
tend his flock of two hundred sheep. Noah did what most Palestinians in this 
part of the West Bank under direct Israeli control do: he built, and took a  
 chance. The Red Cross provided   him with a tent and for the next three 
months that was home for Noah and his oldest son, while his wife and young 
children moved into rented rooms in Hebron. 
 
Then one morning in October 2010, the Israeli military returned. They 
trashed the water‐cistern on which his flock depended for water; tore down 
his tent, scattered clothes and household utensils over the site, and arrested 
his son. They accused his fourteen year‐old son of assaulting a soldier. I was 
not there, and I can't be sure what happened, but I can well imagine that the 
young man protested. 
 
What are you supposed to do when armed men with heavy machinery come 
to destroy your livelihood? Make them a cup of tea? Noah’s son was 
arrested, and taken by the military to an adult military prison. His parents 
were not informed of his whereabouts. Like most young Palestinians 
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Remembering peacemakers in Palestine and Israel  

L: It is important to remember and be inspired by all those who 
have/continue to work for peace and justice for Palestine- Israel – including 
members of your own community.   We begin with:  

• Rachel Corrie 
• Tom Hurndell 
• James Miller 
• Ecumenical Accompaniers from around the world 

Please come forward and a name of your own… 

After each name all say: We remember you 

[As each name is said a flower can be placed on the plastic] 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace with one another 

L:  The peace of the Lord be with you. 

P:  Peace be with you 

L:  Let us leave this place glad to have prayed together, and committed to 
educate and work for peace for the people of Palestine and Israel. 

Amen  

Farewell and thanks 
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[The story of Noah’s House is on page 7.  This might be read with two voices or 
adapted into an interview] 

Time of silence 

 

Symbolic Action 

L: First Noah lost his house, then his tents.  Imagine what this must feel like – 
having only minutes to gather a few possessions and watch your home being 
torn down? 

If you were given short notice to leave your home and could only take with 
you four items what might they be?  Write these down on the paper you 
have been given…. You only have one minute to think! 

[Baskets are passed around to gather these papers. The baskets are placed on the 
plastic sheeting at the front of the group.]  

Time of silence 

Prayers of petition 

L:  We pray for all those Palestinians whose homes have been demolished 
and those who have been driven away.  For Palestinians who suffer because 
of the separation wall and settlements and for those who have lost their jobs 
and suffer from poverty, hunger and thirst.   

We pray to you, O God.  

All: Kyrie Eleison  
[you may wish to use a sung response] 

L: For all children who cannot reach their schools because of the wall, for the 
sick who cannot reach their hospitals, and for those who do not have the 
freedom to reach their places of worship.  

We pray to you, O God.  
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L: That the Palestinian people who suffer from injustice and the difficulty of 
everyday life, do not lose hope in your justice and mercy.  We pray that they 
do not give in to despair and continue to place their hope for a better future 
in the strength of your hope. 

 We pray to you, O God.  

L: For those who have no value for life, for those who protect their own 
interests at the expense of the suffering of others.  We pray that they might 
repent and lead a life of righteousness and justice. 

[At this point some of the slips of paper are taken from the baskets and 
slowly read out] 

We pray to you, O God.  

May this symbolic experience strengthen our commitment to the work of 
genuine peace for the land we call Holy, a peace built on justice and equality 
for all, so that future generations will live in happiness and tranquillity 

(Adapted from “Come and See” A liturgy from the Palestinian Christian community, 
for the 2012 WWPIP) 

 

Scripture reading:  Micah 4: 1-5 

... they shall sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no 
one will make them afraid’  

Time of silence 

Prayer from Churches in Jerusalem based on  
Psalms 10, 19, 37, 43, 46 
  
L:  God of faith, hope and love:  “You are our refuge and strength, an ever 
present help in trouble.  Because you are near us we will not fear.”   
 
All:  We turn to you in the midst of displacements and dispossessions, of 
land-grabs, house-demolitions, the Wall, the settlements, humiliations at 
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checkpoints, separation of families, restriction of movement and residency 
rights.   
 
 L:  God of faith, hope and love:   “heavens declare your glory and the skies 
proclaim the work of your hands.”   
 
All:  We believe in you as a good and just God for all.  Keep us steadfast and 
patient with our Muslim, Jewish and Christian   brothers and sisters.  Thank 
you for your holy Word which is a source of life for all human beings.  We 
pray it will not be used as a cover for injustice and oppression. 
 
L:   God of faith, hope and love:  “Lift up your hand O God, you help the 
orphan and hear the desires of the afflicted and listen to their cry.”  
 
All:  Send us your light and your truth, let them guide us and bring us to your 
holy mountain, to the place you dwell. Make Jerusalem - the spiritual core of 
our vision and life - open to all and shared by two peoples and three 
religions without exclusivity.  Only then will we see in Jerusalem “a new 
earth” and “a new humanity”. 
 
L: God of faith, hope and love:  “You promised those who trust in you to 
dwell in the land.”   
 
All: Help us to love and see your face in the face of the oppressor so   that we 
can all be liberated from hatred and injustices.  We pray the day will soon 
come when the occupation and violence will end, and all can live together in 
Israel-Palestine, two peoples, based on respect of religion, equality, justice, 
freedom and pluralism. 
 
God of peace, accept our prayers, for the sake of our suffering and risen Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
(Adapted: Prayer from the Jerusalem Churches for 2012) 
 

 

 

 


