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“Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since 
you yourselves are in the body” (Hebrews 13:3).1 
 
Note:  Christian churches worldwide are welcome to use this liturgy as written, or adapt it as 
required, in worship on Sunday 21 September 2014, or anytime throughout World Week for 
Peace in Palestine Israel.  
 
Introduction 
This year’s World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel gears hearts and minds towards a very 
fundamental and basic fact that God wants human beings that He created in his image to 
live freely and with dignity. Throughout our biblical history we have repeatedly heard, “Let 
my people go! Set the captives free.” Today the same cry resonates all over the world for 
freedom from all forms of incarceration: individual or communal physical imprisonment, 
socially and psychologically imposed by biased preconceptions, racism and structures of 
domination that dehumanize and destroy the divine image in people. The focus on the 
liberation of prisoners is at the core of the Palestinian cry for justice, doubly meaningful in 
the year of solidarity with the Palestinians and the unending plight of Palestinian prisoners 
suffering from unjust conditions,especially administrative detention without charge or 
trial, that prompted widespread hunger strikes among Palestinian prisoners in 2014. 

 
Call toprayer 
Leader:  From this tiny spot in the Middle East, the crossroad to three continents, a land 
nourished by unfolding series of civilizations and cultures, the cradle of religions, empires, 
struggles and miracles, we, followers of our Lord Jesus Christ, empowered by a courage 
that bursts forth from a deeply rooted faith, call upon you to unite your prayers with ours, 
asking the merciful Creator to bring an end to the human suffering of all his children. We 
pray especially for those crushed captives and prisoners, incarcerated or led into exile , that 
implore for liberation promised by prophets, our Lord and Savior, and presumably 
guaranteed by universal laws and declarations of human rights. They are counting on you 
to raise your voices and shout out, “Let my people go free, as you created them to live in 
dignity.” 
 
Let us start this worship in the name of our triune God, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, One God for ever and ever. 
All:  Amen. 
 
Prayers of Confession 
L:  O righteous and gracious God, lover of justice and peace, we confess that we have not 
loved you as you love us.  We have failed to obey your teachings and have not treated our 
brothers and sisters with love and respect as the children you care for. 

                                                 
1All scripture texts are taken from the New American  Standard Bible–The Open Bible edition 
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A:  Kyrie eleison (chanted in the Byzantine/Maronite traditions or other responses according 
to different traditions). 
L:  Most merciful and compassionate Creator, we confess that we have failed to understand 
your way of life, your requirement for justice and equity, and we have acted in 
shallowpride and self-sufficiency. 
A:  Kyrie eleison. 
L:  We acknowledge lack of concern and apathy for those who are subdued by forces of 
oppression, robbed of their rights and dignity, wasting your gifts and wandering from your 
ways, failing to understand the sacrifice of the Risen Christ for all humanity. 
A:  Kyrie eleison. 
L:  We confess that we are complicit in perpetrating the sin of the Israeli occupation by 
accepting the unjust measures imposed on the rest of your children and cowardly 
remaining silent. 
A:  Most merciful One, hear the confession of our hearts: Renew in us the grace and strength of 
your Holy Spirit, restoring our humanity as we proclaim the everlasting love of Jesus Christ 
your Son, our Savior.Amen. 
 
Hymn 
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Reading 1:Zechariah 9:11-12 
“As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I have set your  prisoners 
free from the waterless pit. Return to the stronghold, O prisoners who have the hopes. This 
very day I am declaring that I will restore double to you.” 
OR 
 
Reading 1: Lamentations 3:26-36 
It is good that he waits silently for the salvation of the Lord. 
It is good for a man that he should bear the yoke in his youth. 
Let him sit alone and be silent since he has laid it on him. 
Let him put his mouth in the dust, perhaps there is hope. 
Let him give his cheek to the smiter, let him be filled with reproach. 
For the Lord will not reject forever,  
For if He causes grief then He will have compassion according to His abundant loving 
kindness.  
For he does not afflict willingly or grieve the sons of men. 
To crush under His feet all the prisoners of the land,  
To deprive a man of justice in the presence of the Most High 
To defraud a man in his lawsuit—Of these things the Lord does not approve. 
 
Reading 2: Hebrews 13: 3, 5b-6 
“Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-trodden, 
since you yourselves are also in the body….Let your character be free from the love of 
money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, 
nor will I ever forsake you so that we confidently can say, THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL 
NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT SHALL MAN DO TO ME?” 
 
Alleluia(sung in any of the traditions) 
 
Gospel ReadingLuke 4:18-19 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor.He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to set free those who are downtrodden, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.” 
 
OR 
Ephesians 6:10-17 
Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might. Put on the full armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces 
of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly forces. Therefore 
take up the full armor of God that you may be able to resist in the evil day and having done 
everything to stand firm. Stand firm therefore having girded your loins with truth, and 
having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which 
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you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one, and take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God. 
 
Homily 
 
Sharing of the Peace- with olive branches as a symbolic act of breaking of chains. 
 
In the Holy Land, the symbol of peace is the olive branch, for the olive tree is the 
witness of deep-rooted heritage, the fruit for spiritual anointment and practical 
livelihood.  The destruction and uprooting of olive trees by the Israeli occupation is not 
only an expression of ecological disrespect and vandalism, but also an insultto 
God’screation and the people who, despite their oppression and suffering, can still 
extend their hands with an olive branch to soldiers and oppressors. 
 
By sharing a branch of peace with one another, you are sharing the peace of Christ as 

the following hymn is repeatedly sung: 
 
Hymn   

 
 
 
 
Do you want. . . 
 
Do you want freedom of speech? 
Do you want freedom of movement? 
Do you want justice? 
Do you want peace? 
Do you want to experience other cultures? 
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Do you want humanity? 
I do. 
Since I could think, live and breathe I think of my freedom. 
I want to live, like most people in the world.  (Hisham from Doha, Beit Jala) 
 
Silence 
 
Prayers of the People 
DearLord, as wars are being waged in the name of Democracy, and walls are being erected 
in the name of Security, we lift our prayers to you, O merciful God, to put an end to all the 
injustice and suffering of the Palestinian people living under Israeli military 
occupation.  We especially raise our prayers for those young men and women who are on 
hunger strike in Israeli jails, some of whom are spending terms without charge or trial. God 
of Justice, we pray to let our people go so that they will rejoice in their freedom and 
liberation, and that justice and peace will prevail.  
Lord in your mercy,  
Hear our prayers. 
 
O most compassionate God, You who are mercy itself, grant prisoners longing for freedom 
the gifts of patience, steadfastness and faith. Be their comforter and supporter as they face 
those hard-hearted rulers who turn their backs on all religions and human values. 
Accompany our prisoners in their plight and relieve them from the oppressive yoke of their 
jailers, judges, guards and investigators. O Lord, feed them when hungry, quench their 
thirst and alleviate their loneliness.Break their chains and bring them back safe and sound 
to their parents and families. Strengthen us in our weaknesses and grant us th e joy of their 
liberation.  
Lord in your mercy,  
Hear our prayers. 
 
Almighty and merciful Savior, we pray today not only for the prisoners in Israeli prisons 
but also for all prisoners in Palestine, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and all around the world.  
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayers. 
 
And for cities that are also large prisons we pray: 
We beseech you Lord, who knows what the people of this city have suffered, and are 
suffering: uprootedness, alienation, the pain of being torn apart in separation, the pain of 
unsettlement, the pain of death. 
We beseech you Lord to give this holy city peace built on justice. 
Webeseechyou Lord to give the people of this city calm in their souls, and courage in their 
hearts. 
Strengthen, O God, the hearts of those who work to bring justice. 
Bless their efforts and make them succeed over the power of evil, and value and support 
them with your Holy Spirit. 
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(byNajwa Farah, Palestinian in the diaspora) 
 
General Prayers 
God of hope, God of justice, God of peace: we appeal to your mercy for the people of Israel-
Palestine; for Christian, Muslim, and Jew; and especially for all victims of violence, torture, 
oppression, and injustice. As we pray, conform our hearts to yours, and plant in us the 
seeds of hope for a future of lasting peace between Arab and Jew. 
Leader: God of hope, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those in positions of power, authority, and influence among the Palestinian and 
Israeli people, that you would burden them with a divine conviction to stand for truth, and 
to act with justice and mercy. By the power of your Holy Spirit, may a dream for a shared 
future be planted in the hearts of our leaders and so captivate their imagination, that all the 
people of the Holy Land may be liberated into life.   
Leader: God of love, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray that the eyes of the nations of the world may be opened, that all may see the truth 
and act for justice. May your spirit of reconciliation inspire us to be advocates for all human 
dignity, and defend us from the temptations of bias or indifference. 
Leader: God of peace, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for those who are most deeply affected by the structures of oppression, and for all 
who are devastated by profound loss of loved ones, homes, or hope for the future. We 
especially pray for those who undergo continual dehumanization through violence, torture, 
and unjust imprisonment. 
Leader: God of mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
And we hold our selves before you that we may answer your call to pray, not only with our 
hearts, but with our hands and feet. Use us as instruments of your peace and agents for the 
good news of your victory over evil, and give us perseverance and courage to work 
tirelessly for the future we know is possible through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Let My People Go 
 

Worship Service for WWPPI September 21-27, 2014 
 

Page 9 of 16 
 

Prayer from the Leaders of Churches in Jerusalem 

 
Remember those in prison, as if you were there yourself.  Remember also those being 
mistreated, as if you felt their pain in your own bodies.  Hebrews 13:3 
 
With these words we pray together for those who are in prison all over the world, those 
easily forgotten.  We pray especially for the political prisoners of Palestine and Israel.  We 
pray for the sick among them and those who cannot handle the hardship of a prison cell, for 
the children and women who are mistreated behind bars.  We also remember those left 
behind, the families who are bereaved as their beloved ones are sent to prison.  We pray for 
inner transformation for those who committed crimes, and in need of conversion.  We pray 
for hearts and minds that are haunted by hatred and fear, that we will soon find peace and 
reconciliation in souls and in the societies.   
 
This region aches with so much troubles of the body and soul, both presently and in 
history.  In Palestine and Israel today many lack freedom and too many are behind bars.  
For too long injustice, violence and fear have shaped this region.  We pray and ask for 
human treatment and justice for all, as we are all children of God.  
 
At last we pray for a just peace settlement and reconciliation, a peace where there will be 
no more political prisoners behind bars and where harmony will prevail in the hearts of all 
the peoples of this region.  We pray for God’s mercy, for freedom for those in shackles and 
for peace in our time.  
 
As we observe this week with our brothers and sisters from churches all over the world we 
pray: 
 

“8 Do not hold against us the sins of past generations;     
may your mercy come quickly to meet us, 

    for we are in desperate need. 
9 Help us, God our Savior, 

    for the glory of your name; 
deliver us and forgive our sins 

    for your name’s sake. 
10 Why should the nations say, 

    “Where is their God?” 
Before our eyes, make known among the nations 

    that you avenge the outpoured blood of your servants. 
11 May the groans of the prisoners come before you; 

    with your strong arm preserve those condemned to die.” 
Psalm 79 

 
Palestinian Christian Church leaders in Jerusalem share this prayer with their Brothers and 
Sisters for World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel 2014 
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The Lord’s Prayer in Aramaic(source: http://www.tlig.org/aram.html) 

AboonDbashmayo (Our Father who art in Heaven) 
Nethcadashshmokh (hallowed be thy name) 
teethemalkoothokh, (thy Kingdom come) 
nehwesebyonokh, (thy will be done) 
aykanoDbashmayo off bar’o . (on earth as it is in heaven.) 

Hablanlahmodsoonconanyawmono, (Give us this day our daily bread) 
washbooklanhowbainwahtohain (and forgive us our trespasses) 
aykano doff hnanshbaknilhayobain (as we forgive those who trespass against us) 
lo thaalanilnessyoono (and lead us not into temptation) 
elofasson men beesho (but deliver us from evil) 
metoolddeelokheemalkootho, (for thine is the kingdom) 
ouhayloouTeshbohto, (and the power, and the glory) 
loalamolmen Amin. (for ever and ever. Amen.) 

YOU TUBE: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROM5EpCQUlg  

 
Concluding Prayer   
In the absence of all hope, we cry out our cry of hope.  Hope is the capacity to see God in the 
midst of trouble, and to be co-workers with the Holy Spirit who is dwelling in us.  From this 
vision derives the strength to be steadfast, remain firm, and work to change the reality in 
which we find ourselves.  Hope means not giving in to evil but rather standing up to it and 
continuing to resist it.  The Resurrection is the source of our hope.  We will remain a 
witnessing, steadfast and active Church in the land of the resurrection.  We will see here a 
“new land” and a “new human being” capable of rising up in the spirit to love his/her 
brother and sister (Kairos Palestine: A Moment of Truth). 
 
Benediction 
 
Dismissal Music 
Song of the Bird –  by Rima Tarazi. Children envy the bird that can fly high while they are 
confined, under occupation, with their cities in ruin, their land defiled and 
destroyed,parents killed, and brothers in prison. They ask the bird to teach them how to 
rise above it  
all and stand tall. 
 
 
 

http://www.tlig.org/aram.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROM5EpCQUlg
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FREEDOM IS: 
 
Maha Abu Dayyeh:“Freedom, for me, is the ability to walk endlessly without being stopped, 
to be able to keep moving forward. For me this ability is physical and also mental, to think 
without being restricted. I find that my ability as a thinking and moving human being is 
handicapped because my physical movements are continually hindered and restricted. 
Freedom also is being able to do what I want to do; to see my friends when I want to see 
them. Freedom is not being restricted irrationally and arbitrarily, that is, when I don’t 
understand why I am restricted.” 

Abdalla Abu Rahmeh: ”For me, freedom is independence-having one’s own country, being 
able to move everywhere and travel to any country. Freedom means that others treat us 
like human beings, and that we have financial means to live. Freedom is the early-morning 
moment when my family and I sit under the olive tree and breathe the fresh air. Freedom 
means knowing that my daughter will one day be able to fulfill her wish to see the sea by 
herself.” 
 

+ 
 
This liturgy was prepared with the gracious help of the following:  

 Archbishop ArisShirvanian, Armenian Apostolic Church, Jerusalem 
 Rev. Mitri Raheb, Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bethlehem 
 Rev. Sari Ateek, Episcopal Church of St. John, Norwood, Washington, USA 

 Jerusalem Interchurch Center 
 Arab Educational Institute, Bethlehem 
 Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center, Jerusalem 

 The World Day of Prayer Committee in Palestine 
 Kairos Palestine 

 
World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel is an initiative of the Palestine Israel Ecumenical 
Forum (PIEF) of the World Council of Churches, intended to promote acts of worship, 
education, and advocacy in support of an end of the Israeli occupation of Palestine. 
 
For more information on World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel, please visit 
https://pief.oikoumene.org/en. 
 

https://pief.oikoumene.org/en
https://pief.oikoumene.org/en
https://pief.oikoumene.org/en

